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No Com preiu lite Now. 

While conversing with a 
brother laat week, he referred 
to the view* of a brother be- 
longing to the opposition, re- 
garding a union of the Breth- 
ren and German Baptist 
churches, which is worthy of a 
passing notice. 

lie maintained that both 
churches onghi to make some 
concessions am) acknowledge- 
ments aud then invite and seek 
a union if an tipportutiity of the 
right kind was presented tor uc- 
ceptance ; but ilie Brethren can 
not and will u>.t compromise. 
The leaders nf (he Progressive 
movement did not withdraw 
from any church ot llmir own 
free will, and rejected no com- 
hi and of the New Testament; 
ot) the contrary, they contended 
for the God given right of wor- 
shiping their Matter as lie di 
Mated, and as such a course 
con dieted with the demands of a 
self constituted and uiiseri plural 
-conclave, they were branded as 
rs iters aud the disgrace ot 
excommunication was thrust at 
ilieni. Those Brethren made 
no change : they sing the same 
songe.they preach the same cross, 
pray the same prayers, and in 
some iustauces wear the same 
style of clothing. They Have 
tough t well and hard in the bat- 
tle for uii trammeled conscience 
and unstained religion, and to 
compromise now, means to 
compromise the Gospel, to com- 
promise the right to stand forth 
and declare that the Gospel is 
the aJI-Bumcient rule ot Christian 
faith and practice, to compro- 
mise the beauty aud power of the 
hope of immortality and endless 
lite. The Rock of eternal agea 
remains unshaken aud unmoved, 
and upon its unmeasured ex- 
pauso is room for every foot that 
seeks to be planted - upon the 
sure foundation ; and every 
representative member ot the 
Brethren Church is only too wil- 
ling to greet any Christian in 
the Uerman Baptist church or 
in any other church, who wishes 
to join bands and heart in de- 
fending and sustaining a com- 
mon religious interest, aud the 
savior and prerogatives of the 
ono great Law giver, Christ. 


Religion* Revival*. 

A ditlerence of opinion pre- 
vails, among church members 
and workers, concerning the 
benefits of revival work in the 
ahurch. Some take the position 
that revival work is positively 
harmful to the permanent good 
•f the churcb, claiming that re- 
vivals work in tba .nature of a 
stimulant, which excites an arti- 
ficial action, to be followed by a 
corresponding reaction, leaving 
the last condition worse than the 
first ; while other* claim for it 


great good, and as being indis- 
peDsible to the growth and de- 
velopment ot tbe Church. 

While it is possible to carry 
revival work to extremes, and 
employ methods which are of 
questionable value, yet, it mnet 
be admitted that they are pro- 
ductive of great good, and are, 
after all, the principal means, not 
only ot reviving the church it- 
self, but of tbe ingathering of 
large numbers of men and wo- 
men from the unconverted. Who 
has not noticed the wondrous 
transformations ot characters, 
and wonderful reformations in 
lite, as marked results of revival 
meetings, where old quarrels 
have been healed, discord and 
bickerings have passed away, 
and jealousies and diatrust have 
been replaced by that condition 
so aptly described as "first pure 
and then peaceable." 

Religion has never been uni- 
form in progress. There have been 
periods ol decadence and appar- 
ent retrogrades followed by 
mighty upheavals. The history 
of the Christian Church in all 
ages has been a history of reviv- 
als, ever since the great revival 
on the day of Pentecost. And even 
tbe church under the former dis- 
pensation, had itstimilar experi- 
ence, and these periods of revi- 
vals have been epochs ot the 
greatest power and 'useful neBs in 
the history of the Church ol God, 
as for instance, tbe great revivals 
under Moses in 'the desert, under 
the Judges at a later period, un- 
der ihe kings Hezekinb and Jo- 
siah, and still later under the 
prophets. The Christian dispen- 
satiou was preceded ty a revi- 
val under the preaching of John 
the Baptist, and all along the 
line of the history of the Chris- 
tian Church there have been not- 
ed instances of great revivals, as 
in the days of Martin Luther, 
the Wesleys, Edwards, Kinney, 
Moody and others. 

As an evidence that Uod is 
surely in tbis work is the fact 
that revivals in religion ordinari- 
ly have their beginning in hum- 
ble and obscure ways, and helped 
by the humblest instruments. A 
church that has no revivals is 
certain to lapse into cold formal- 
ism, and is paralyzed in its use- 
fulness, but on tbe other hand, a 
church that engages in active re- 
vival work, is a growing church; 
men and women love to congre- 
gate within its walls. The 
preaching, praying, singing, all 
have a vitalized tone — a divine 
unction born of God, altogether 
unlike the staid formality, the 
heartless, soulless religion which 
characterizes the church that baa 
no revivals. 

When revivals were first in- 
troduced into the Brethren 
church they met with muck op- 
position, but it proved tbe life 
and salvation of the church. The 
reformation that has taken place 
in it can be traced more distinct- 
ly to its revivalists than any oth- 
er cause. It was the series of 
meetings and the earnest, soul- 
stirring revival preaching that 
brought tbe younger and more 
intelligent classes into the church 
and gave it a new life and new 
energies that could not be cir- 
cumscribed within the narrow 
limits of a formal istic creed ; but 
demanded a platform as wide as 
the gospel aud nothiag but tbe 
gospel. The Brethren Churcb, 
as newly organized, is emphat- 
ically a revival church, and in 
keeping at the revival work it 
will keep alive to the work of its 


peenhar mission and extend its 
influence as the years roll on. 
Amen. ' 

The BellgiouH Paper. 

Every family and every person 
should have his religious paper. 
Tbe moral sentiments of the hu- 
man character are the powers 
which lift the possessor above 
the scale of the brute creation, 
and to sustain the influence of 
these sentiments over the gener- 
al character, they must have ex- 
ercise, or they will deteriorate — 
become feeble — and the proper 
harmony in mentality is lost. 

As an auxiliary to regular de- 
votional habits and religious 
study, the religious paper holds 
a relation peculiarly its own. 
There is an originality and fresh 
nesa about it which enthuses the 
living mind, and the accounts of 
successful religious labor by oth- 
er servants actuate to new en- 
deavers in running the race of 
righteousness and doing a good 
work, which exercise the senti- 
ments that control and direct to 
the higher and better I; to. 

We Thank Him. 

Recently we published an item 
which was innocent, though rid- 
iculous-, and a brother way down 
in the Booth wcbI, corrected us, 
lie is our true friend because he 
told us of the fkult, and we thank 
him. 

Sometimes our dearest friends 
are most untrue in their duty to 
us, aud fail lo perform what \# 
looked upon as an unpleasant 
task. Remember that we are 
erring beings and have weak 
nesees and do what we ought not 
to do, and that it is our obliga- 
tion to admonish one another, 
especially when we » istain a re- 
lation as servants in a good 
work, and carry a responsibility, 
that may have some influence 
over the conduct of others. 


Temperauce agitation contin- 
ues, and numerous State Legis- 
latures are wrestling with the 
question. Something will yet 
arise oat of the striving ele- 
ments. 


The Rev. Dr. John P. New- 
man is to establish a church in 
San Francisco, one to be run in- 
dependently of ecclesiastical con* 
trol. The "Political" parson 
proposes to have matters his 
own way. 


An Iowa lawyer has challeng- 
ed Col. R. Ingersoll to public 
discussion. Two of the questions 
are that, deleriom tremens is de- 
moniac possession, also that in- 
sanity is the eame. The -man, 
Lie ton McMilleu, says he has 
driven out devils in several 
cases. 


It is stated in the foreign pa- 
pers that the Lutheran synods in 
Poland have unanimously, and 
greatly to their discredit, refused 
to extend any longer to the Bap- 
tists the "privilege of being buri- 
ed in their churchyards. The 
burials in the Lutheran senul- 
chres have, it seems, made troub- 
le in the church. 


Chinese Gordon, the general 
who was recently killed at Kar- 
toum, expressed these words, in 
speaking about death, when he 
was on his way in the wilds of 
Egypt, to break up slave raiding : 
"God knows what my anxiety 
was. Not for my life, for I died 
years ago to all ties in this world 
and to all its comforts, honor* 
and glorias." 


A member of tbe House ot 
Representatives recently said in 
a speech, that his brother Con- 
gressmen go to Weickor's and 
drink twelve coarse* of liquor, 
beginning with brandy and pro- 
ceeding thence to whiskey, Sau- 
terne, Johenniaberger, and so on, 
and then go down to the House 
and preach sobriety to the rest of 
mankind. Saying and doing 
not is a fault which many pos- 
sess, who occupy high places. 


There are some people who 
constantly delight in trying to 
make it appear that revelation 
and science do not agree. Snch 
should note what Agassig says, 
who has no peer as a naturalist 
or in scientific attainments. He 
wrote : "I will frankly tell you 
that my experience in prolonged 
scientific investigations convinces 
me that a belief in God— a God 
who is behind and within the 
ehaca of vanishing points of hu- 
man knowledge — adds a wonder- 
ful stimulus to the man who at- 
tempt* to penetrate into the re- 
gions of the unknown. Of my- 
self I may eay, that I never make 
the preparations for penetrating 
into some small province of na- 
ture hitherto undiscovered with- 
out breathing a prayer to the 
Being who hides His secrete 
from me only to allure me gra 
ciously on to the unfolding of 
them." 

Miami Valley Items. 

On last Monday, the 16tb, I 
filled tbe usual appointment at 
West Manchester. A twenty- 
mile boggy ride with the ther- 
mometer below zero is anything 
hut a pleasant trip. The cause 
of the Brethren is growing in in 
tereetup here. 

Our next appointment there 
will be Monday, March 17lb. 
We may then continue the meet- 
ing several days. 

I was sorry to find two of 
brother Hoi man's children pros- 
trated with a bad attack ot lung 
fever. We hope, however, for 
tbe best, and that the Lord will 
strength en them for every trial. 

Brother Frank Baker, of the 
Lexington church, has been con- 
fined to tbe house the greater 
part of the winter. Last Mon- 
day on visiting them we found 
that mother, father and the baby 
were all sick. They are now 
improving, and we hope may 
continue to do so. We have 
missed his presence at church 
this winter. 

Farmereville has been visited 
by a converted Hindoo priest. 
He delivered two lecture* and 
preached one sermon in tbe 
Lutheran church tor the benefit 
of the people. 

Elder R. H. Miller and Silas 
Hoover are now holding forth 
for the German Baptists in this 
neighborhood. Elder R. H. 
Miller is no doubt causing quite 
a ripple of excitement there by 
preaching his favorite theme of 
"the cap." Some of tbe Ashland 
people may yet remember their 
disappointment when, a* Presi- 
dent of Ashland College, be de- 
livered his first sermon on that 
subject. His argument* in favor 
of the cap are peculi ar, and to 
some people they may be con- 
clusive. From one that was 
present we beard thataomethiug 
like the following was said : "If 
a sister was asked where she got 
the cap from, she would instant- 
ly reply, "From the Gospel." If 
a lady wearing au expensive bat 
was asked where she got it from 
she would reply, "From Pari*," 


In tbe minds of any sensible peo- 
ple who do their own thinking 
such arguments need no reply. 
Would it not have been the ex- 
act troth, if instead of "the Gos- 
pel" he would bave given An- 
nual Meeting as the authority 
tor the cap ? We give Elder 
Miller credit for Ins honesty in 
openly advocating the principles 
of his church. It every other 
minister of the German Baptist 
church were equally honest in 
standing by the uniformity as 
commanded by tbeir conference, 
they would at least gain more 
respeet for consistency. We 
only wish that the weather had 
been such that they could have 
had a crowded house, so that the 
German Baptist view on tbe uni- 
formity question could have been 
well ventilated. We are sorry 
that so mauy of the German 
Baptist ministers are becoming 
so ashamed of their principles 
on this question, that they can 
no longer advocate them. 

This evening, the 21st, I com- 
mence our meeting at Winches- 
ter. Having only an untram- 
melled Gospel to preach, my task 
is comparatively light. And I 
have the glorious promise of the 
Lord in Isaiah 55 : 11, which fills 
me with hope and courage. 

Immediately after the meet- 
ings at Winchester are over, I 
contemplate delivering a course 
nf week-day lecturee on Europe, 
Egypt and Palestine. 

Our two little babies having 
every symptom of whoopmg- 
congh, will necessitate my return 
Some from Winchester every 
night. When tbe weather is 
severely cold, this will be quite 
unpleasant. 

Brother and sister Coler start- 
ed last week for the New Or- 
leans Exposition. 

Edward Mason. 


Tbe Bethel Church. 

I visited the Brethren of the 
Bethel Church, located in Perry 
county, Ohio, the 22nd of Feb 
ruary. The Bretbren are in 
good hopes and look upon tbe 
future with pleasing anticipa- 
tion* ; they have fought . well 
and are doing a commendable 
work for the Master. They en 
joy the esteem and confidence of 
the community and the religious 
people other than 1 the opposition. 
After they were denied the use 
of the old church house, they 
went bravely to work and erect 
ed a neat and comfortable bouse 
of worship, sufficiently large for 
every purpose and furnished in 
excellent style. They are now 
searching for a speaker to lo- 
cate among them and serve as 
pastor. * They have services, us- 
ually, every two weeks, and good 
attendance. The Lord is bless- 
ing them and they are doing 
honor to his name, 

Bro. Samuel Heleer is still 
confined to his home by paral- 
ysis. He has a good home here, 
but a better one in the sweet by 

and by. Gabbss, 

- » — • 

Flaw for Plan. 

So it should have been printed 
in No. 7, current volume, 3rd 
page, 2nd column, 22ud line 
from top. The principle involv- 
ed is too cardinal and moment- 
ous to pass by without correc- 
tion. 

Id the 9th line from top, same 
column, for an d read any. 

C. 11. Balsbacgh, 


You may, take the greatest 
trouble and by turning it around 
find joy on the other side. 


